MAJOR CHARACTERISTICS

Forestry The entire district is divided into five
forest ranges, viz, Anantapur, Bukkapatnam,
Gooty, Kadin and Kalyandurg for administrative
convenience Forests cover 1953 sq Jems i e 10%
of the total extent of the area of the district
Most of these forests exist in isolated blocks
and are widely scattered all over the district
Due to the poor rainfall occurring in the area,
majority of the forests are of a dry deciduous and
open, scrub type wth trees of an average height of
about 15' There is a marked difference in the
vegetation between the forest on the southern side
abutting the Mysore plateau in Kadin, Hindupur,
Madakasira, Kalyandurg and Rayadurg taluks and
those in the northern taluks of Gooty, Tadpatn and
Anantapur In the case of the former, rainfall is
slightly higher and the growth of sandal and neem
is correspondingly superior All the forests of the
district are the dwelling places of a variety of wild
life although big game is not generally m abund-
ance Where there are perennial or semi perennial
water sources, various species of wild life make
their appearance mostly at dawn and dusk

For the quick growth of the forests massive
tree plantation programme under Drought Prone
Areas Programme with World Bank aid has been
launched Plantations covering 170 hectares have
been carried out for small timber and feed planta-
tion Seven lakh plantations have been raised m
890 hectares area under social forestry As wind
breaks 40,000 plants have been raised covering
214 kms Under Farm forests 10 8 lakhs big plants
have been planted

In order to prevent shifting of sand from the
dry river beds to the adjacent agricultural fields
wind belt plantations have been raised in 80
hectares An area of 230 hectares have been covered
with agave plantations to extract fibre which is
useful for marine cordage, carpet and rope making
and for extraction of lecoganin, a chemical useful
for cortisone drugs In order to establish and
propagate sandalwood trees, 260 hectares have been
covered with sandalwood plantations

To provide sufficient enriched fodder to the
sheep and the cattle, it is programmed to develop
improved pasture with species of high nutritious

value m 18,000 hectares An area of 11,200 hectares
have been covered so far under this programme
Seed multiplication farms have also been established
in an area of 430 hectares to supply seeds for the
pasture plots This forestry and pasture programme
would generate employment of about 20 10 lakh
man days ?nd the fodder produced in pasture plots
will be sufficient to feed 13,000 sheep and 17000
cattle The expenditure incurred under this item is
Rs 13934 lakhs as against the outlay ofRs 15036
lakhs
Minerals and Mining. The district is tairly well
known for some of its mineral deposits A brief
account of them is given below.
Asbestos of mn-coinmercial value is found in
Dharmavaram Taluk Barytes of commercial impor-
tance is available m Gootv, Tadpatn and Kadin
Taluks This finds use in several industries such as
filler m textile industry, for manufacture of paints,
hthophone and barium chemical and m oil-well
drilling Calcite is one of the important industrial
minerals in which India's krtown occurrences are a
few and limited This district rai ks foremost in
production of Calcite The mineral occurs as vems
within lime stone m some parts of Gooty, Tadpatn
and Anantapur Taluks Tn.s is used m many indu-
stries as filler in textile rubber and paint industries
and as a carrier in msect'ciaal preparations It is
also used in the manufacture of mortars, cement,
glass, ceramic products, bleaching powder and
explosives Diamonds are known to have been
found in Gooty and Uravakonda Taluks There are
reports of occasional finds of the precious stones at
Vajrakarur of Uravakorrda Taluk particularly after
rains Iron ore is available m Rayadurg Taluk while
gold is mined m Ramagiri village of Chenne-
kothapalle Taluk
Electricity and Power Under six point formula,
Rural Electr facation Programme has been taken up
to electrify all villages So far, 601 villages out of
965 villages in the district have been electrified The
percentage of electrification as on 31-8-81 is 72 49%
Land and land use pattern The total geogra-
phical area of the d strict is 19,130 sq kms The
total normal extent of cultivated area is 9,717